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/abeel Travel's Ultimate Guide to Russia

Your Personalized Itineraries for Moscow & St. Petersburg

About Zabeel Travel

Located in the heart of Dubai, Zabeel Travel stands as a beacon of excellence in the world of travel and

exploration. As a premier travel agency, we specialize in crafting unforgettable experiences for a diverse
clientele, ranging from solo adventurers to families seeking new horizons. Our expertise lies in curating
tailor-made journeys, with a particular focus on the majestic landscapes and rich culture of Russia.

At Zabeel Travel, we understand that travel is more than just visiting a destination; it's about creating
lasting memories and experiences that resonate. We pride ourselves on our deep knowledge of the
destinations we promote, especially the hidden gems and local secrets of Moscow and St. Petersburg.
Our team, fluent in both Arabic and English, is dedicated to providing personalized services that cater to
the unique preferences and needs of each traveler.

From handling visa arrangements to recommending the best hotels near key attractions, Zabeel Travel
ensures a seamless and hassle-free travel experience. Our family-friendly packages are thoughtfully
designed to entertain and engage travelers of all ages, while our couple itineraries are perfect for those
seeking a romantic getaway.

Whether you're a business traveler in need of efficient planning, a family looking for an enriching
vacation, or a couple in search of a romantic retreat, Zabeel Travel is your trusted partner in adventure.
Let us take you on a journey where every detail is taken care of, so you can focus on what truly matters —
making memories that last a lifetime.

Overview of Russia as a Travel Destination

Exploring the Vast and Vibrant Russia: A Land of Endless Discovery

Russia, the world’s largest country, offers an extraordinary travel experience that spans across its
expansive landscapes, rich history, and diverse culture. A land where the past and the present coexist,
Russia is a mosaic of breathtaking natural beauty, iconic architecture, and deeply rooted traditions.

Enchanting Cities: Moscow and St. Petersburg
e Moscow the dynamic capital, is a symbol of Russia’s grandeur. The city is home to the iconic
Kremlin and Red Square, showcasing Russia's political and historical might. The stunning St.
Basil’s Cathedral, with its colorful onion domes, stands as a testament to Russia's architectural
brilliance.

e St. Petersburg, known as the cultural heart of Russia, is a city of canals, earning it the nickname
"Venice of the North." The Hermitage Museum, one of the largest and oldest museums in the
world, houses a vast collection of art, culture, and history.

Rich Cultural Heritage
e Russia’s cultural landscape is a tapestry of literature, music, and ballet. The country has birthed
some of the world’s greatest writers like Tolstoy and Dostoevsky, and composers such as
Tchaikovsky and Stravinsky.
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e The Russian ballet, with its grace and precision, is a majestic experience, best witnessed in
historic theaters like the Bolshoi in Moscow and the Mariinsky in St. Petersburg.

Diverse Landscapes and Activities
e From the icy tundras of Siberia to the sun-kissed beaches of the Black Sea coast, Russia’s natural
diversity is unparalleled. The Trans-Siberian Railway offers a once-in-a-lifetime journey across
this vast land.

e OQOutdoor enthusiasts can explore the volcanic Kamchatka Peninsula, the pristine lakes of Karelia,
or the majestic Caucasus Mountains.

Culinary Journey
e Russian cuisine is a delightful exploration of flavors. Traditional dishes like borscht (beet soup),
pelmeni (dumplings), and blini (pancakes) offer a taste of the local culinary heritage.

e Russia’s tea culture and the tradition of the Samovar (tea urn) are integral parts of social life,
reflecting the warmth and hospitality of the Russian people.

Festivals and Traditions
e Russia is a tapestry of diverse cultures and traditions. Festivals like Maslenitsa (celebrating the
end of winter) and the world-famous Russian New Year celebrations are vibrant displays of
Russia’s rich cultural tapestry.

Traveling to Russia is more than just a visit to a destination; it's an immersion into a world where history
whispers from ancient walls, natural wonders beckon for exploration, and cultural experiences await at
every turn. It's a journey through time and a celebration of life's grandeur.

Brief on Russian culture and language tips for Arabic and English speakers

Russia’s culture is a captivating blend of tradition and modernity, reflecting its vast history and
geographical diversity. As you prepare to immerse yourself in this vibrant cultural tapestry, here are
some key insights and language tips to enhance your journey:

Cultural Insights:
1. Hospitality: Russian hospitality is legendary. Guests are often treated with utmost respect and
are usually offered the best of everything. Do not be surprised if you are offered more food and
drink than you can consume; it's a sign of generosity.

2. Formality in Interactions: Russians may initially appear reserved. Formal greetings and
handshakes are common. Once a relationship is established, expect warmer interactions.

3. Appreciation for the Arts: Russia boasts a rich artistic heritage. From literature to ballet, and
classical music to folk art, an appreciation for these art forms is deeply embedded in the culture.

4. Public Decorum: In public spaces, especially in cultural sites like museums or theaters,
maintaining a respectful demeanor is appreciated.

5. Celebrations: Russian festivals and holidays, like Victory Day and Maslenitsa, are vibrant and full
of traditions. Participating in these events can provide a deeper understanding of the culture.
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Language Tips for Arabic and English Speakers:
Greetings:

e "3ppascrByiTe" (Zdravstvuyte) for formal hello
e "Mpuset" (Privet) for informal hi

Basic Phrases:

e "Cnacubo" (Spasibo) - Thank you
e "Moanywncra" (Pozhaluysta) - Please/You're welcome
e "1a" (Da) - Yes; "Het" (Net) - No

Learning Cyrillic Alphabet: The Russian language uses the Cyrillic alphabet. Learning the basics can
be helpful for reading signs and menus.

English Usage: In major cities like Moscow and St. Petersburg, English is commonly understood in
tourist areas. However, outside these cities, English proficiency may be limited.

Translation Apps: Utilizing translation apps can be helpful, especially for complex phrases or
directions.

Language Courses: Short language courses or online resources can be beneficial for basic
communication skills.

Understanding and respecting Russian culture and having a basic grasp of the language will greatly
enrich your travel experience. It allows for deeper connections with locals and a more profound
appreciation of the country’s heritage.

Section 1: Travel Essentials

Travel Essentials Before Journeying to Russia

Visa Arrangements

Zabeel Travel can arrange Russia visa as long as one day for UAE residence and GCC residence. You don’t
have to worry about the visa. Russia is a very friendly country and they welcome any nationality for
tourism or business.

Required Documents and Process
e Original Passport
e 1 Photo with white background.
e Process time: 1-5 days

Best Travel Times
Ideal Seasons for Travel to Russia. Discussion on the best times of year to visit Russia, considering
weather and regional variations. Highlighting peak and off-peak tourist seasons.

Special Events and Festivals

Information on major Russian festivals and events worth experiencing. Advice on planning travel around
these events for an enriched experience. Zabeel Travel can arrange any festival travel. We did well in
World Cup Russia. Many football fans were happy with our arrangements
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Cultural Etiquette

Social Norms and Behaviors Overview of common Russian social etiquettes, like greeting customs and
dining manners. Insights into cultural nuances that Arabic and English speakers might find different.

Dress Codes and Public Conduct Guidelines on appropriate dress for various settings (religious sites,
formal events). Tips on public behavior to respect local customs and sensibilities.

Emergency Contacts and Assistance
Essential Contact Information

Russia Emergency number
e Police & Fire brigade dial 101
e Ambulance Service dial 103
e Moscow City Police dial +74952009305
e St Petersburg City Police dial +78125799824
e Healthcare and Accidents in Russia dial 113
e Reporting Missing Person during your travel dial 102 or 112

UAE Embassy in Moscow
e Address : Ulofa Palme St, 4, Moskva, Russia, 115127
e Location : https://maps.app.goo.gl/D3SkfR|TL9tqBpT47
e (Contact: +74952344060

Health and Medical Services
Information on locating hospitals and pharmacies with 24 hours hotline.

Moscow:
Adventist Health Center (Adventistsky Tsentr Zdorov’ya)

e Address: Prospect 60 Letiya Oktyabrya 21-A, Moscow 117036, Russia
o Tel: +7 95 126 7906.

American Hospital of Moscow

e Address: 26/6 pr. Mira (1, Grokholsky Pereulok), Moscow 129090, Russia
e Tel: +7 95933 7700.

European Medical Center

e Address: Spiridonevsky Per. 5, Moscow 103104, Russia
e Tel: +7 95933 6655.

Medincentre

e Address: 4-th Dobrininsky Lane, House 4, Moscow 117049, Russia
e Tel:+7952363116/237 3964.

ZAO International Medical Clinic
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e Address: Polyclinic No. 1, 10th Floor, 31 Grokholsky Pereulok, Moscow 129010,
Russia

e Tel:+7 95937 5760.

St. Petersburg:
American Medical Clinic

e Address: 78 Moika Embankment, St. Petersburg 190000, Russia
e Tel:+7 812 140 2090.

Andros Clinic

e Address: 36A Lenin Street, 1st floor, St. Petersburg 197136, Russia
e Tel:+7 812 235 1487.

Euromed Clinic

e Address: Suvorovskiy prospekt 60, St. Petersburg 193124, Russia
e Tel:+7 812 327 0301.

Hospital #122

e Address: 4 Prospekt Kultury, St. Petersburg 194291, Russia
e Tel:+7 812 558 0508.

The International Clinic Griffin House

e Address: 19/21 Dostoevskogo Street, St. Petersburg 121014, Russia
e Tel:+7 812320 3870.

Safety Tips

Staying Safe in Different Areas
Urban Safety and Rural Areas: Major cities like Moscow and St. Petersburg are generally safer for
tourists. Russia in general is safe and easy to walk in the morning or at nights.

Public Transport Safety:

Taxis: Be cautious of unofficial taxis and minibuses. These can be dangerous and there have been
instances of robbery, particularly targeting foreigners. It's safer to use municipal taxis or those hired from
hotels or using taxi app like YandexGo. Avoid sharing taxis with strangers to reduce the risk of mugging.

Trains: When traveling by train, which is popular in Russia, remain cautious about eating and drinking
with strangers. Always lock your compartment door and keep valuables secure. Don't invite strangers
into your sleep compartment. Also, note that carrying alcohol on trains is not permitted and can result in
eviction from the train.
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Common tourist scams and how to avoid them.

In Russia, just like in many countries, it's a great idea to make the most of official apps. They're super
handy for all sorts of things - whether it's snapping up tickets online, catching a taxi, or getting delicious
food delivered right to your hotel door. While it might be tempting to grab event tickets on the street or
hop into an unlicensed taxi for a seemingly good deal, it's best to skip these options. You'll find these
kinds of situations in big cities everywhere, but don't worry — Russia is a wonderfully safe and welcoming
place, just brimming with hospitality.

Legal Dos and Don'ts

Navigating Local Laws in Russia — A Friendly Guide for Tourists

Hey there, adventurous traveler! Before you dive into the beauty and excitement of Russia, let's chat a
bit about some local laws that are handy to know. Knowing these will make sure your trip is just about
the fun and exploration, without any hiccups:

Visa Rules: First things first, make sure your visa is all sorted. Russia is pretty strict about
this, so having your paperwork in order is key. Visit Russia.zabeeltravel.ae

Photography Fun: Love snapping pics? Us too! Just remember, avoid taking photos of
military or security buildings — stick to the breathtaking landscapes and architecture instead.
Drink Sensibly: Enjoying a vodka or two? Just remember, public intoxication isn't looked
upon kindly here. So, keep it classy and drink responsibly.

Cultural Respect: When visiting religious sites, dressing modestly and acting respectfully is
the way to go.

Staying on the Right Side of the Law — Friendly Advice for a Worry-Free Trip
Exploring Russia is an absolute blast, but here are some friendly tips to keep you on the right side of the

law:

Stay Documented: Always carry your passport and immigration card. It's not just a good idea
—it's the law!

Mind Your Money: Counterfeit bills can be a problem, so it's best to exchange currency at
official bureaus or banks.

Smoke Smart: If you're a smoker, look out for designated smoking areas. Russia has strict
anti-smoking laws in public spaces.

Driving Around: Planning to drive? Remember, Russia has a zero-tolerance policy for
drinking and driving. Safety first!

Cultural Sensitivity: Be mindful of local customs and traditions. When in doubt, a smile and
polite manners go a long way.

Remember, these tips aren't just about following rules — they're about respecting the local culture and

ensuring your trip to Russia is as incredible as it should be. So, pack your bags, bring your sense of
adventure, and get ready to make some amazing memories in Russia, all while staying safe and
respectful. Happy travels!
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Section 2: Moscow ltineraries

Solo Travelers

Moscow lItinerary for Solo Travelers

Day 1: Exploring the Heart of Moscow
e Morning: Start your day at the iconic Red Square. Witness the grandeur of St. Basil's
Cathedral and the imposing Kremlin walls.
e Afternoon: Visit the State Historical Museum and grab lunch at a nearby café.
e Evening: Stroll along the Moskva River and enjoy dinner at a local restaurant.
e TripAdvisor Tip: Search "Red Square" on TripAdvisor for top-rated nearby attractions and
eateries.

Day 2: Art and Culture
e Morning: Explore the world-famous Tretyakov Gallery, home to a vast collection of Russian
art.
e Afternoon: Relax at Gorky Park, and later, visit the Garage Museum of Contemporary Art.
e Evening: Catch a performance at the Bolshoi Theatre.
o  TripAdvisor Tip: Look up "Tretyakov Gallery" and "Bolshoi Theatre" on TripAdvisor for
reviews and nearby recommendations.

Day 3: Historical Journey
e Morning: Visit the Novodevichy Convent and its tranquil cemetery.
e Afternoon: Explore the Museum of the Great Patriotic War at Victory Park.
e Evening: Dine in the Arbat district, known for its vibrant street life.
e TripAdvisor Tip: Search "Novodevichy Convent" on TripAdvisor for insights and nearby spots.

Day 4: Modern Moscow

e Morning: Head to the Moscow-City skyscraper district and visit the observation deck for
panoramic views.

e Afternoon: Stroll through the Muzeon Park of Arts and have lunch at a trendy café in the
area.

e Evening: Experience Moscow's nightlife in one of the city's popular bars or clubs.

o TripAdvisor Tip: For the best modern spots, look for "Moscow-City" and "Muzeon Park of
Arts" on TripAdvisor.

Day 5: Leisure and Shopping
e Morning: Explore the Izmailovo Market for souvenirs and traditional crafts.
e Afternoon: Visit the Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts.
e Evening: Enjoy a leisurely dinner at a top-rated restaurant in the Tverskaya Street area.
e TripAdvisor Tip: Use TripAdvisor to find "lzmailovo Market" reviews and dining options on
Tverskaya Street.

Recommended Solo Activities:
e Walking Tours: Join a guided walking tour to explore hidden gems.
e Photography Walks: Capture Moscow's stunning architecture and street scenes.
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e Cooking Classes: Experience Russian cuisine hands-on with a cooking class.
e River Cruise: Take a cruise on the Moskva River for a unique city perspective.

Maps & More on TripAdvisor: To access detailed maps, reviews, and up-to-date information, simply
search the highlighted attractions on TripAdvisor. You'll find user reviews, tips, and nearby
recommendations to enhance your solo adventure in Moscow.

Couples Travellers

Moscow lItinerary for Couples
Day 1: Romance in the Heart of Moscow
e Morning: Begin your journey with a visit to the enchanting Red Square and the iconic St.
Basil's Cathedral.
e Afternoon: Enjoy a leisurely lunch at Café Pushkin, known for its romantic atmosphere.
e Evening: Take a scenic sunset walk along the Moskva River, ending with a candlelit dinner at
a riverside restaurant.
e TripAdvisor Tip: Search "Red Square" on TripAdvisor for romantic dining spots and activities
nearby.

Day 2: Artistic Exploration

e Morning: Discover the masterpieces at the State Tretyakov Gallery, featuring classic Russian
art.

e Afternoon: Stroll through the charming streets of the Zamoskvorechye district, filled with
cafes and boutiques.

e Evening: Experience a ballet or opera performance at the historic Bolshoi Theatre.

o TripAdvisor Tip: Check out "Bolshoi Theatre" on TripAdvisor for showtimes and nearby
dining options.

Day 3: Historical Discoveries
e Morning: Explore the grandeur of the Kremlin and its cathedrals.
e Afternoon: Have a picnic in Alexander Garden, watching the world go by.
e Evening: Enjoy a romantic dinner in the historic and lively Arbat district.
e TripAdvisor Tip: Look up "Moscow Kremlin" on TripAdvisor for insights and couple-friendly
activities.
Day 4: Modern Moscow and Leisure Time
e Morning: Visit the Moscow-City skyscraper district and take in the views from an
observation deck.
e Afternoon: Relax at Gorky Park, perhaps renting a tandem bike to explore together.
e Evening: Savor contemporary Russian cuisine at a trendy restaurant in the Patriarch Ponds
area.
e TripAdvisor Tip: Search "Gorky Park" on TripAdvisor for relaxation and dining options.

Day 5: Cultural Immersion
e Morning: Immerse yourselves in Russian history at the Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts.
o Afternoon: Take a leisurely boat cruise on the Moskva River, enjoying the city's sights from
the water.
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Evening: Conclude your trip with a special dinner at a top-rated restaurant, reflecting on
your Moscow memories.

TripAdvisor Tip: Use TripAdvisor to find "Pushkin State Museum" reviews and romantic boat
cruise options.

Recommended Activities for Couples:

Romantic Walks: Explore the enchanting Kolomenskoye Estate or the Tsaritsyno Park.

Spa Day: Indulge in a couple's spa day for relaxation and rejuvenation.

Culinary Experiences: Enjoy a romantic dinner at a rooftop restaurant, overlooking the
Moscow skyline.

Cultural Experiences: Visit the famous Fabergé Museum for a touch of Russian elegance and
history.

Maps & More on TripAdvisor:

For detailed maps, reviews, and the latest information, search for these attractions on TripAdvisor. You'll
find helpful user reviews, romantic suggestions, and nearby must-visit spots to make your couple's
getaway in Moscow truly unforgettable.

Business Travelers

Moscow lItinerary for Business Travelers

Day 1: Arrival and Orientation

Morning: Land in Moscow and check into your hotel, preferably in the business district for
convenience.

Afternoon: Take a brief walk around your hotel to familiarize yourself with the area. Grab a
quick lunch at a nearby café.

Evening: Attend any scheduled meetings or conferences. Dine at a restaurant close to your
accommodation for convenience.

TripAdvisor Tip: Search for restaurants and cafes near your hotel on TripAdvisor for quick
and easy meal options.

Day 2: Business and Culture

Morning: Attend business meetings or a conference.

Afternoon: Take a short break to visit the State Historical Museum or the Moscow Museum
of Modern Art, whichever is closer to your business venue.

Evening: Network over dinner at a restaurant known for hosting business professionals.
TripAdvisor Tip: Look up “State Historical Museum” or “Moscow Museum of Modern Art”
on TripAdvisor for nearby dining options.

Day 3: Leisure Amidst Business

Morning: Conduct business meetings or work from your hotel.

Afternoon: If time allows, visit the famous GUM department store for shopping or just to
experience its historic architecture.

Evening: Enjoy a relaxed dinner at a top-rated restaurant in the city, possibly in the Red
Square area.
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TripAdvisor Tip: Search “GUM Department Store” on TripAdvisor for reviews and nearby
eateries.

Day 4: Exploring Key Sights

Morning: Engage in business activities or meetings.

Afternoon: Take a brief excursion to the Kremlin, a must-see attraction that’s also conducive
to a short visit.

Evening: Choose a restaurant in the Moscow-City district for a meal with a view.
TripAdvisor Tip: Find “Kremlin” on TripAdvisor for quick visit tips and nearby dining
recommendations.

Day 5: Departure Day

Morning: Wrap up any last-minute business tasks. If time permits, enjoy a quick visit to the
Novodevichy Convent for a peaceful start to the day.

Afternoon: Check out of your hotel and head to the airport.

TripAdvisor Tip: Look up “Novodevichy Convent” on TripAdvisor for insights and how to fit
this into a tight schedule.

Recommended Activities for Business Travelers:

Quick Cultural Trips: Utilize breaks to visit nearby cultural sites.

Dining: Explore restaurants that are popular with business professionals for networking
opportunities.

Morning Runs: Take a morning run in parks like Gorky Park for a fresh start to the day.

Maps & More on TripAdvisor: For detailed maps, reviews, and the most current information, search for
the highlighted attractions on TripAdvisor. You'll find user reviews and suggestions for quick visits that fit
into a busy schedule, ensuring you make the most of your business trip to Moscow.

Family Travelers

Moscow lItinerary for Family Travelers

Day 1: Discovering the Heart of Moscow

Morning: Begin your family adventure at the Red Square. Marvel at the colorful St. Basil's
Cathedral and take family photos.

Afternoon: Visit the State Historical Museum. Have lunch at a family-friendly café nearby.
Evening: Explore the GUM department store and enjoy an early dinner at one of its many
eateries.

TripAdvisor Tip: Search "Red Square" on TripAdvisor for family dining options and nearby
attractions.

Day 2: Cultural Exploration

Morning: Head to the Moscow Zoo for a fun and educational experience.

Afternoon: Have a picnic lunch at the nearby Alexander Garden. Visit the Children's Mall at
Evropeisky for some shopping.

Evening: Relax at your hotel or enjoy a leisurely dinner in a nearby restaurant.

TripAdvisor Tip: Look up "Moscow Zoo" on TripAdvisor for reviews and nearby family-
friendly activities.
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Day 3: Adventure and Fun

e Morning: Spend the day at Ostrov Mechty (Russia Disneyland) or Gorky Park, where you can
rent bicycles, visit playgrounds, and explore beautiful green spaces.

e Afternoon: Enjoy lunch at a café in the park. In summer, take a boat ride on the pond.

e Evening: Dine at a restaurant with traditional Russian cuisine to experience local flavors.

e TripAdvisor Tip: Search "Gorky Park" on TripAdvisor for dining and activity suggestions.

Day 4: History and Science
e Morning: Visit the Museum of Cosmonautics to learn about Russia's space history.
e Afternoon: Have lunch in the VDNKh area and then explore the interactive exhibitions at the
Experimentanium Museum.
e Evening: Enjoy a relaxed dinner; perhaps try a restaurant with a play area for children.
e TripAdvisor Tip: Use TripAdvisor to find "Museum of Cosmonautics" and "Experimentanium
Museum" for insights and nearby eateries.

Day 5: Leisure and Departure
e Morning: If time allows, visit the Kolomenskoye Estate for a final bit of sightseeing and a
leisurely walk.
e Afternoon: Head back to the hotel to check out and proceed to the airport.
e TripAdvisor Tip: Look up “Kolomenskoye Estate” on TripAdvisor for quick visit tips and
family-friendly activities.

Recommended Activities for Families:
e Puppet Theaters: Enjoy a show at one of Moscow's famous puppet theaters.
e Interactive Museums: Visit museums with interactive exhibits that engage children.
e Park Exploration: Spend time in Moscow's many parks, which often have playgrounds and
family-friendly cafes.

List of Parks for family travelers.

For families traveling to Moscow with children, there are several excellent playgrounds to visit, ensuring
a fun and engaging experience for the little ones. Here are some of the best playgrounds in Moscow, as
recommended on TripAdvisor:

e Petrovskiy Park
o A popular spot with lush green spaces and well-equipped playgrounds for children.

e Delegatskiy Park
o Known for its scenic beauty and kid-friendly play areas.

e Biryulevskiy Dendropark
o Offers a natural setting with diverse flora, perfect for families to explore and play.

e U Lukomor'ya
o Features imaginative play structures that are sure to captivate children's interest.

e Iznanka Quest
o Anadventurous playground with interactive elements for a more active experience.
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e For kid-friendly playgrounds specifically designed for children and families, consider these
options:

e KidZania Moscow
o Aninteractive city made for children, where they can engage in various professions and
activities.

e Family Activity Park Joki Joya
o A family-centric park offering a variety of games and activities for children of all ages.

e laserLand
o A modern playground with laser tag and other high-energy games, ideal for older kids.

e Petrovskiy Park and U Lukomor'ya
o are also great choices for families, offering environments that are both enjoyable and
safe for children. These playgrounds provide a blend of fun, education, and physical
activity, making them perfect destinations for family outings in Moscow

Maps & More on TripAdvisor: For detailed maps, reviews, and the latest information, search for these
attractions on TripAdvisor. You'll find helpful user reviews and suggestions for family-friendly spots,
ensuring your family's trip to Moscow is both fun and memorable.

Section 3: St. Petersburg Itineraries

Your St. Petersburg Adventure Awaits!

Hello, fellow travelers! Ready to explore the stunning St. Petersburg? This city, brimming with history,
art, and culture, is a treasure trove waiting to be discovered. Let's get you there and explore what this
beautiful city has to offer!

Getting There from Moscow
e By High-Speed Train (Sapsan): In just about 4 hours, you can travel comfortably and enjoy
scenic views. It's efficient and quite an experience!
e By Air: If you're pressed for time, a quick one-hour flight will whisk you to St. Petersburg in
no time.
e By Car: For the road adventurers, the drive is around 9-10 hours. It's a longer route but filled
with beautiful landscapes and the freedom to stop and explore along the way.

Day 1: Dive into History and Art
e Morning: Start at the Hermitage Museum. It's not just a museum; it's a historical journey!
e Afternoon: Stroll around Palace Square, grab lunch at a nearby café.
e Evening: Take a leisurely walk along the Neva River. Dinner at a local restaurant - try some
Russian delicacies!
e TripAdvisor Tip: Search "Hermitage Museum" on TripAdvisor for nearby dining and activity
suggestions.
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Day 2: Architectural Wonders

e Morning: Visit the mesmerizing Church of the Savior on Spilled Blood. Its architecture is
simply breathtaking.

e Afternoon: Explore the Peter and Paul Fortress and enjoy a relaxing lunch in the area.

e Evening: Experience St. Petersburg's vibrant nightlife. Maybe catch a show or a concert if
you're up for it!

e TripAdvisor Tip: Look up “Peter and Paul Fortress” on TripAdvisor for nearby attractions and
eateries.

Day 3: Cultural Immersion
e Morning: Head to the Russian Museum for an artistic morning.
e Afternoon: Wander through the Mikhailovsky Garden. Grab a bite at a quaint café.
e Evening: Enjoy an elegant evening at the Mariinsky Theatre - a ballet or opera is a must!
e TripAdvisor Tip: Use TripAdvisor to find "Mariinsky Theatre" reviews and nearby dining
options.

Day 4: Leisure and Exploration
e Morning: Visit the summer residence of Russian tsars at Peterhof Palace. The gardens here
are a sight to behold!
e Afternoon: Have a leisurely lunch by the Gulf of Finland.
e Evening: Explore Nevsky Prospekt for shopping and a casual dinner.
e TripAdvisor Tip: Search "Peterhof Palace" on TripAdvisor for insights and travel tips.

Day 5: Off the Beaten Path
e Morning: Start with the Yusupov Palace, steeped in mystery and history.
e Afternoon: Take a boat tour along the canals. St. Petersburg from the water is a whole new
world!
e Evening: Savor your last night in this magnificent city with a special dinner at a restaurant
with views of the city.
e TripAdvisor Tip: Look up “Yusupov Palace” on TripAdvisor for hidden gems and dining spots.

St. Petersburg is a city that captures the heart with its majestic architecture, rich history, and vibrant
culture. From the grandeur of its palaces to the charm of its canals, every moment here is a memory in
the making. So pack your bags and set off on a journey that promises to be as enchanting as the city
itself!

Section 5: Use Apps in Russia

Yandex Maps
Description: Russia's equivalent to Google Maps, offering detailed maps and navigation
across cities, with public transport routes and traffic updates.

Yandex Taxi
Description: A popular taxi-hailing app in Russia, similar to Uber, providing reliable and quick
taxi services across cities.
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Google Translate or Yandex Translate

Description: Essential for language translation, especially for translating from Russian to
English and vice versa. It also offers a camera feature to translate signs or menus.

2GIS

Description: A detailed city map app that provides information on public transportation,
navigation, and local businesses, with offline availability.

RusMetro
Description: An app specifically designed for navigating the metro systems in major Russian
cities, particularly useful in Moscow and St. Petersburg.

Yandex Food
Description: A food delivery app offering a wide range of restaurant options, perfect for
ordering local cuisine directly to your hotel or apartment.

Troika Card App (Only in Moscow)
Description: Manage your Troika card used for Moscow public transport, including metros,
buses, and trams. It allows topping up the balance and checking trip history.

KudaGo
Description: A cultural guide app that lists events, concerts, shows, and exhibitions
happening in Russian cities, ideal for those looking to explore local culture and
entertainment.

Gett

Description: Another taxi service app, widely used in Russia, offering a user-friendly
interface and reliable taxi services.

Ostrovok.ru
Description: Russia's popular app for comparing flight prices, perfect for finding the best
deals for domestic flights within Russia or international travels.

These apps will help you navigate, dine, travel, and enjoy your time in Russia with greater ease and
convenience. Make sure to download them before your trip for a smoother travel experience!

Section 6: Banks and Exchange in Russia

Exchanging money in Russia is a straightforward process, but knowing the best practices can make it
easier and more cost-effective. Here’s a guide on how to exchange money, along with recommendations
for top banks and some useful tips for travelers.

How to Exchange Money in Russia
e Currency Exchanges: You can exchange foreign currency at banks, hotels, airports, and currency
exchange offices (‘obmennik').
e Banks: Often offer better rates than hotels or airports. It’s advisable to compare rates at a few
places before exchanging.
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ATMs: Widely available and a convenient way to withdraw Russian rubles directly using your
bank card.

Top 5 Banks in Russia

Sherbank: The largest and most popular bank in Russia, known for its widespread presence and
reliability.

VTB Bank: A major Russian bank offering a comprehensive range of financial services, with good
exchange rates.

Alfa-Bank: Known for its customer-friendly services and extensive branch network.
Gazprombank: One of the largest banks in the country, offering reliable banking services.
Tinkoff Bank: A modern online bank popular among younger and tech-savvy customers, known
for its innovative financial solutions.

Tips and Best Practices for Travelers

Check Rates: Before exchanging money, check the current exchange rate online to have a
benchmark.

Avoid Airports and Hotels: These often have less favorable rates. Try banks in city centers
instead.

Carry Identification: When exchanging money at banks, you might be asked for your passport.
Small Bills: Request for smaller denominations to make everyday transactions easier.

Keep Receipts: Especially when exchanging money at a bank, as you might need them for
reconverting rubles back to your currency.

Credit/Debit Cards: Major international cards are widely accepted, but it’s good to have some
cash for smaller purchases.

Inform Your Bank: Before traveling, inform your bank to avoid any potential blocks on your
cards.

Use ATMs Wisely: Choose ATMs of reputable banks and be cautious of skimming devices.
Withdraw enough to minimize transaction fees.

Avoid Street Exchangers: Never exchange money on the street, regardless of how favorable the
rates seem.

By following these tips and using the services of reputable banks, you can ensure a smooth and hassle-
free experience with money exchange in Russia. Always prioritize safety and reliability over marginally
better rates. Safe travels!

Section 7: Airport Transfer

Navigating your way from Russian airports to your hotel can be a smooth experience with the right
know-how. Here are some best practices to ensure a hassle-free journey:

1. Plan Ahead

Research in Advance: Before you travel, research the best routes and modes of transportation
from the airport to your hotel.

Hotel Shuttle Service: Check if your hotel offers a shuttle service from the airport. It's often the
most convenient option.
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2. Choose Your Transport Wisely

e Airport Express Trains: Many Russian airports, especially in major cities like Moscow and St.
Petersburg, have express train services to the city center. They are reliable and avoid traffic.

e Licensed Taxis: Always use official taxi services. You can find taxi stands inside the airport, often
with fixed prices to various destinations.

e Ride-Hailing Apps: Apps like Yandex Taxi or Gett are popular and can be more convenient and
sometimes cheaper than traditional taxis.

3. Be Aware of Taxi Scams
e Avoid Unofficial Taxis: Be wary of drivers soliciting rides in the arrivals hall. Stick to the official
taxi counters or pre-booked services.
e Agree on the Fare in Advance: If not using a ride-hailing app, agree on the fare before starting
your journey to avoid surprises.

4. Public Transportation
e Buses and Metro: For the more adventurous or budget-conscious, buses and metros are an
economical option, though they may be challenging with heavy luggage or during peak hours.

5. Navigation Assistance
e Use Maps App: Apps like Google Maps or Yandex Maps can help you navigate public transport
routes and walking directions.
e Language Barrier: Have your hotel’s address written in Russian to show to taxi drivers or for
asking directions.

6. Currency and Payment
e Have Local Currency: While many taxis and services accept credit cards, it's always good to have
some local currency (Russian Rubles) for smaller expenses or in case of card issues.
e ATMs at the Airport: Withdraw some cash from ATMs at the airport for immediate expenses.

7. Safety and Comfort
e Keep an Eye on Your Belongings: Always keep your luggage and personal belongings in sight,
especially in busy areas like airports.
e Travel Insurance: Ensure you have travel insurance that covers transportation from the airport in
case of lost luggage or other travel mishaps.

8. Stay Connected
e Buy a Local SIM Card: Consider purchasing a local SIM card at the airport for easy access to
maps, apps, and communication.

9. Check Traffic

e Check Traffic Conditions: If you opt for a road-based transport, check the traffic conditions, as
traffic jams can be common, especially in big cities.

By following these best practices, you can ensure a stress-free and efficient transfer from the airport to
your hotel in Russia. Remember, preparation and awareness are key to a smooth travel experience.
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Section 7: Other Cities to Visit in Russia

Sochi

Description: Famous for hosting the 2014 Winter Olympics, Sochi, located on the Black Sea, is known for
its stunning waterfront promenades, vibrant nightlife, and status as a popular beach resort. The city's
pleasant climate makes it perfect for enjoying the sea and strolling through beautiful parks.

3-Day Travel Itinerary for Sochi

Getting to Sochi from Moscow

By Air
e Duration: Approximately 2 hours.
o Details: Direct flights from Moscow to Sochi are the quickest way to reach. Major airlines
operate frequent flights between the cities.
By Train

e Duration: Around 24 hours.
e Details: A scenic but longer journey. The train ride offers beautiful views of the Russian
countryside.

Day 1: Discovering Sochi
Morning: Arrival and Check-in

e Activity: Arrive in Sochi, check into your hotel, and get settled.
Afternoon: Sochi Park Exploration

e Activity: Visit Sochi Park, Russia's first theme park, for an afternoon of fun and adventure.
Evening: Relaxing Beach Walk

e  Activity: Stroll along the Sochi beachfront, enjoying the Black Sea's views.

Day 2: Cultural and Natural Wonders
Morning: Olympic Park Tour

e  Activity: Explore the Sochi Olympic Park, site of the 2014 Winter Olympics.
Afternoon: Botanical Garden Visit

e Activity: Visit the Sochi Arboretum to see a diverse collection of subtropical flora.
Evening: Dining and Leisure

e Activity: Enjoy local cuisine at a restaurant along the promenade.

Day 3: Adventure and Relaxation
Morning: Mountain Adventure

e  Activity: Take a trip to the nearby Caucasus Mountains for breathtaking views.

Afternoon: Spa Experience
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e Activity: Indulge in a relaxing spa session at one of Sochi's renowned wellness centers.
Evening: Departure

e Activity: Prepare for your journey back or extend your stay to explore more of Sochi's
attractions.

This itinerary offers a blend of adventure, relaxation, and cultural experiences, making the most of your
3-day visit to Sochi.

Veliky Novgorod

Description: As the first capital of Russia in the 9th century, Veliky Novgorod sits on the Volkhov River
and is rich in medieval history. It's home to fabulous monasteries and monuments, including St. Sophia’s
Cathedral and St. George’s Cathedral. The city is ideal for those interested in delving into Russia's
historical roots.

3-Day Travel Itinerary for Veliky Novgorod
Getting to Veliky Novgorod from Moscow
By Train
e Duration: Approximately 8 hours.
o Details: Overnight trains are available, offering a comfortable journey.

By Air and Road
e Duration: 3-4 hours (flight to Pulkovo Airport in St. Petersburg, then a 3-hour drive).
e Details: A quicker but more complex option. Fly to St. Petersburg and then drive or take a
bus to Veliky Novgorod.

Day 1: Historical Exploration
Morning: Arrival and Settling In

e  Activity: Check into your accommodation and get acclimated.
Afternoon: Kremlin and Cathedral Visit
e  Activity: Visit the Novgorod Kremlin and the stunning St. Sophia’s Cathedral.
Evening: Riverwalk and Dinner
e Activity: Enjoy a leisurely walk along the Volkhov River and have dinner at a local restaurant.

Day 2: Delving Deeper into History
Morning: Yaroslav's Court

e Activity: Explore the historic marketplace and the surrounding ancient churches.
Afternoon: Museum of Wooden Architecture

e Activity: Visit the open-air Museum of Wooden Architecture to see traditional Russian
wooden buildings.

Evening: Cultural Experience
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e  Activity: Enjoy a local cultural performance or a traditional Russian meal.

Day 3: Nature and Leisure
Morning: Park Exploration

e  Activity: Stroll through one of the city’s parks, such as Park 30th Anniversary of Victory.
Afternoon: Art and Shopping

e  Activity: Visit local art galleries and shop for traditional Russian crafts.
Evening: Departure

e Activity: Prepare for the journey back or relax in the city’s peaceful setting.

This itinerary provides a comprehensive exploration of Veliky Novgorod’s rich history, culture, and
natural beauty, perfect for a 3-day visit.

Irkutsk

Description: Known as the “Paris of Siberia,” Irkutsk is a growing tourist destination with attractions like
its museums, wooden houses, and the nearby Lake Baikal. It's a cultural hub where visitors can enjoy
local cuisine and explore ethereal churches.

3-Day Travel Itinerary for Irkutsk
Getting to Irkutsk from Moscow
By Air
e Duration: Approximately 5-6 hours.
e Details: Direct flights from Moscow to Irkutsk are the fastest way to travel. Major airlines
operate regular flights.

Day 1: City Exploration
Morning: Arrival and Leisurely Start

e  Activity: Arrive in Irkutsk, check into your accommodation.
Afternoon: Historical Center Walk

e Activity: Explore the historical center, including the Epiphany Cathedral and the Irkutsk
Regional Museum.

Evening: Local Cuisine
e Activity: Enjoy a traditional Siberian dinner at a local restaurant.

Day 2: Lake Baikal Adventure
Full Day: Excursion to Lake Baikal

e Activity: Spend the day at Lake Baikal, the deepest lake in the world. Visit Listvyanka village,
the Baikal Limnological Museum, and enjoy a boat ride or a hike.
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Day 3: Cultural Insights
Morning: Wooden Architecture

e Activity: Visit the Taltsy Museum of Wooden Architecture and Ethnography.
Afternoon: Arts and Shopping

e  Activity: Stroll through 130 Kvartal (130th Quarter) for arts, crafts, and cafes.
Evening: Departure or Leisure Time

e Activity: Prepare for your journey back or relax and explore more of Irkutsk's charming
streets.

This itinerary offers a blend of cultural, historical, and natural experiences, perfect for a comprehensive
visit to Irkutsk and Lake Baikal.

Novosibirsk

Description: A vibrant city full of cultural and historical sites, Novosibirsk offers Soviet-era architecture,
museums, and parks. Major attractions include the West Siberian Railway History Museum, Alexandre
Nevsky Cathedral, and Novosibirsk Zoo. It's a peaceful getaway within Russia.

3-Day Travel Itinerary for Novosibirsk
Getting to Novosibirsk from Moscow

By Air
e Duration: Approximately 4 hours.
e Details: Direct flights from Moscow to Novosibirsk are the most convenient way to travel,
with several daily options.

Day 1: Discovering the City
Morning: Arrival and Settling In

e  Activity: Check into your hotel and get ready for exploration.
Afternoon: City Center and Opera House

e  Activity: Visit the Novosibirsk Opera and Ballet Theatre, and stroll through the city center.
Evening: Dinner and Leisure

e  Activity: Enjoy local Siberian cuisine at a city restaurant.

Day 2: Cultural and Historical Insights
Morning: Lenin Square and State Art Museum

e Activity: Visit Lenin Square and explore the State Art Museum.
Afternoon: Novosibirsk Zoo
e Activity: Spend the afternoon at the Novosibirsk Zoo, one of the largest in Russia.

Evening: Local Theater or Concert
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e Activity: Experience a local theater performance or concert.

Day 3: Nature and Science
Morning: Central Park and River Ob

e  Activity: Relax in Central Park and take a walk along the River Ob.
Afternoon: Museum of Science and Technology

e Activity: Visit the Museum of Science and Technology for an interactive experience.
Evening: Departure or Local Exploration

e Activity: Enjoy your last evening in the city or prepare for your journey back.

This itinerary balances Novosibirsk’s urban appeal with its rich cultural and scientific offerings, making
for a fulfilling 3-day visit.

Vladivostok

Description: Located in Russia’s far east, Vladivostok is a significant port and naval station. Surrounded
by hills, coastlines, and islands, it's known for its Soviet-era architecture, theaters, and cultural
attractions. Highlights include riding the Funicular, visiting the Zarya Centre for contemporary art, and
exploring its excellent opera scene.

3-Day Travel Itinerary for Vladivostok
Getting to Vladivostok from Moscow
By Air

e Duration: Approximately 8 hours.

e Details: The most efficient way to travel from Moscow to Vladivostok is by direct flight, with
several airlines offering daily services.

Day 1: Discovering Vladivostok
Morning: Arrival and Exploring the City Center

e  Activity: Check into your hotel and start exploring the city center, including Svetlanskaya
Street.

Afternoon: Vladivostok Fortress
e  Activity: Visit the Vladivostok Fortress and its museums.
Evening: Dining by the Sea
e Activity: Enjoy dinner at a restaurant with views of the Golden Horn Bay.

Day 2: Cultural and Historical Highlights
Morning: Russky Island

e Activity: Take a trip to Russky Island and explore its natural beauty and beaches.

Afternoon: Submarine Museum
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e  Activity: Visit the S-56 Submarine Museum.
Evening: Vladivostok's Nightlife
e Activity: Experience the vibrant nightlife, possibly at a seaside bar or club.

Day 3: Panoramic Views and Art
Morning: Eagle’s Nest Hill

e Activity: Climb or take the funicular to Eagle’s Nest Hill for panoramic city views.
Afternoon: Contemporary Art Galleries

e Activity: Explore contemporary art galleries and local markets.
Evening: Departure

e Activity: Enjoy a leisurely evening or prepare for your journey back.

This itinerary offers a blend of Vladivostok’s natural beauty, historical significance, and vibrant culture,
perfect for a memorable 3-day visit.

Each of these cities offers a unique glimpse into different aspects of Russia's vast cultural and
geographical landscape, making them must-visit destinations for those looking to explore beyond the
more well-known cities of Moscow and St. Petersburg.

Kazan

Description: Kazan is a gem of Russia were East meets West! This vibrant city, the capital of Tatarstan, is
a melting pot of cultures, blending Islamic and Christian heritage beautifully. Kazan is famous for its
stunning Kremlin, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, which is home to the magnificent Kul Sharif Mosque
and the ancient Annunciation Cathedral. Stroll down Bauman Street, buzzing with life, or explore the
city's rich history at the National Museum of the Republic of Tatarstan. With its unique blend of Tatar
and Russian cultures, Kazan offers a feast for the senses, from its colorful architecture to its delicious
culinary delights. Come, discover the warmth and diversity of Kazan — a city that truly celebrates the
harmony of different cultures!

3-Day Travel Itinerary for Kazan
Getting to Kazan from Moscow

By Air

e Duration: Approximately 1.5 hours.
e Details: Frequent flights operate between Moscow and Kazan, offering a quick and convenient
option.

By Train

e Duration: Around 12 hours.
e Details: Overnight trains are available, providing a more leisurely and scenic journey.

Day 1: Exploring the City
Morning: Arrival and Kazan Kremlin
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e  Activity: Start your visit with the UNESCO-listed Kazan Kremlin, exploring its mosques and
cathedrals.

Afternoon: Bauman Street

e  Activity: Stroll down Bauman Street, enjoying the lively atmosphere and local shops.
Evening: Kul Sharif Mosque

e  Activity: Visit the stunning Kul Sharif Mosque and later dine in a local Tatar restaurant.

Day 2: Cultural Immersion
Morning: Temple of All Religions

e Activity: Explore the unique and colorful Temple of All Religions.
Afternoon: National Museum of the Republic of Tatarstan

e  Activity: Visit the National Museum for a deeper understanding of Tatarstan’s history and
culture.

Evening: Kazan Family Center
e Activity: Enjoy panoramic views of the city from the Kazan Family Center’s observation deck.

Day 3: Relaxation and Leisure
Morning: Raifa Monastery

e Activity: Take a trip to the peaceful Raifa Monastery outside the city.
Afternoon: Kazanka River Cruise
e Activity: Enjoy a relaxing cruise along the Kazanka River.
Evening: Departure or Local Exploration
e Activity: Spend your last evening exploring more of the city or preparing for your departure.

This itinerary combines the rich cultural heritage and modern vibrancy of Kazan, making for a
memorable and diverse 3-day visit.

Conclusion

As your journey to the heart of Russia beckons, let Zabeel Travel be your guide to a world of enchanting
cities, rich history, and cultural diversity. From the majestic streets of Moscow and St. Petersburg to the
unique charm of Kazan and the scenic beauty of Sochi, Russia is a treasure trove of experiences waiting
to be discovered. At Zabeel Travel, we simplify your journey with hassle-free visa services requiring just
an original passport and a photo, along with complimentary document pickup across the UAE. Our
dedicated team is here to ensure a seamless travel experience for all UAE and GCC residents. Ready to
embark on an unforgettable Russian adventure? Contact us at +97143700400 and let us be your
preferred travel partner, opening the doors to a world of wonder
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